
 

Subject: History   Year: 1 – Summer 1 – Significant people in History   

Key Question: How have significant people changed aeroplane travel?  Concept:  

National Curriculum objectives: 
Pupils should be taught about: 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods 
[for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and 
Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell]  

• events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated 
through festivals or anniversaries]  

To begin this unit, the children should have already learnt:  

• Events within their life-time (Y1 Autumn) 

• How to identify past and present (Y1 Autumn) 

• Holidays then and now (Y1 Spring) 

The learning in this unit will prepare the children to learn these things in the future:  

• The first moon-landing (Y2 Spring) 

• How explorers changed history (Y2 Summer) 

• How transport has changed throughout History (Y3 Spring) 

By the end of this unit, children will know:  

• Amelia Earhart was the first female pilot to fly solo across the Atlantic 
ocean  

• Bessie Coleman was the first female black pilot 

• How planes were operated in History 

• That aero-navigation was poorer and lead to more accidents  

• The Wright Brothers significance to aeroplane transport  

By the end of this unit, children will be able to:  

• Discuss how Amelia Earhart changed aviation for women  

• Compare Amelia Earhart and Bessie Coleman  

• Understand how the Wright Brothers changed air travel 

• Discuss how travelling on a plane has changed throughout time  

Vocabulary: 

• Aeroplane 

• Flight  

• Travel  

• First  

• Significant  

End of unit assessment question: 

 

How have significant people changed aeroplane travel?   

 

Local History Link: 

 

Visit to the aviation museum in Norwich, discuss local significant 

airbases in Norfolk.  

 

Local aviator hero of WW1 Phillip Fletcher Fullard  

 

https://norfolktalesmyths.wordpress.com/2018/03/28/norfolks-

wwi-fighter-ace/ 

 

Assessment criteria: 

WT – Pupil’s can identify that aeroplanes have changed in 

History 

EX – Pupil’s can discuss how significant people such as 

Amelia Earhart and Bessie Coleman changed aeroplane 

travel 

GD – Pupils can compare aeroplane travel and discuss the 

similairties and differences between travel then, now and 

since the Wright Brother’s invention of the plane  

https://norfolktalesmyths.wordpress.com/2018/03/28/norfolks-wwi-fighter-ace/
https://norfolktalesmyths.wordpress.com/2018/03/28/norfolks-wwi-fighter-ace/


Recourse:  

 

https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/key-stage-1-topics/commemorating-events-beyond-living-memory/first-aeroplane-

flight/#:~:text=Learn%20about%20the%20Wright%20brothers,events%20of%20that%20auspicious%20day  

 

 https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/who-was-amelia-earhart-70u36d?activity=intro_quiz&step=1 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/key-stage-1-topics/commemorating-events-beyond-living-memory/first-aeroplane-flight/#:~:text=Learn%20about%20the%20Wright%20brothers,events%20of%20that%20auspicious%20day
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/key-stage-1-topics/commemorating-events-beyond-living-memory/first-aeroplane-flight/#:~:text=Learn%20about%20the%20Wright%20brothers,events%20of%20that%20auspicious%20day
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/who-was-amelia-earhart-70u36d?activity=intro_quiz&step=1

