
	 	 																												

Art and Design Progression of Skills Year 1 
	
	

Generating Skills – Should be able 
to…. 

Making –  
Should be able to…. 

Evaluating –  
Should be able to…. 

Knowledge + Understanding – Should 
know… 

Recognise that ideas can be 
expressed in artwork 
(A1/Sp2/S1/S2) 

Try out a range of materials and 
processes and recognise that they 
have different qualities (A1/A2/Sp2/S1/S2) 

Show interest in and describe what they 
think about the work of others 
(A1/A2/Sp1/Sp2/S1/S2) 

How to recognise and describe some 
simple characteristics of different kinds of 
art, craft, and design (A1/A2/Sp1/Sp2/S1/S2) 

Experiment with an open mind 
(e.g., Enthusiastically try out and 
use all materials presented to them) 
(A2/Sp1/S1/S2) 

Use materials purposefully to achieve 
particular characteristics or qualities 
(A1/Sp1/Sp2/S1/S2) 

 The names of the tools, techniques, and 
the formal elements (colours, shapes, 
tones etc.) that they use. (A1/Sp1/Sp2/S1/S2) 

	
Focus: Drawing Colour 3D Design 

Line / Detail + 
Observation 

Show increased control over lines 
Encourage children to look carefully, to 
observe and draw some details of 
people, objects, landscapes. 
(A1/Sp1/Sp2/S1/S2) 

  

Texture/ Pattern Experiment with different marks to form 
patterns and some textures (A1/Sp1/Sp2/S1) 

  

Colour 
Mixing/Knowledge 

 Make colour wheel: primary to secondary 
colour mixing (Sp1/S1/S2) 

 

 

Application of Paint  Paint applied using printing, large and small 
brushes including watercolour (Sp1/Sp2/S1/S2) 

 

Construction 
Form 

  Experiment in a variety of malleable media such 
as clay, play dough. Construct using a range of 
materials. (A2) 
 
Make simple joins and connect materials. (A2)  

Surface + Texture   Experiment with materials and the effect of tools 
or fingers to change surface and texture. (A2/ S1/S2) 

Research + 
Planning/Evaluation 

  To begin creating with an outcome in mind. (A2/ 
S1/S2) 

Media Pencil 
Pen 
 

Crayons  
Wax crayons  
Chalk  
Watercolour 
Paint 
Cotton buds 
Digital Art  

Clay  
Playdough 
Salt dough  
Recycled Paper + collage 
Junk Modelling incl. cardboard 
Styrofoam  
Paint / ink 



Artists/Craft 
Makers/Designers 

Ron Berger - Austin’s Butterfly  
 

Wassily Kandinsky (1866-1944)   
Henri Matisse (1869-1954) 
Dorothy Napangardi (1956-2013) 
Emily Kame Kngwarreye (1910-1996) 
Andy Warhol (1928-1987) 

Alexander Calder (mobiles) (1898-1976)   
Michael Bolus (1934-2013) 
Antony Gormley (1950-) 

	


